
Unveiling the Invisible Empire: How the
Military Invades Our Everyday Lives

Unveiling the Hidden Hand

In her groundbreaking book, "How The Military Invades Our Everyday
Lives," Dr. Kathleen Belew exposes the insidious ways in which the
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American military has seeped into the fabric of our society. With meticulous
research and compelling arguments, she argues that militarism has
become a pervasive force shaping our culture, economy, and even our
language.

Belew's thesis centers around the idea of "soft power," the ability to
influence others without resorting to overt force. Through a myriad of subtle
but effective mechanisms, the military has extended its reach into our daily
lives, promoting a militaristic mindset and normalizing the idea of war.
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Infiltration through Symbols and Imagery

One of the most apparent ways in which the military invades our everyday
lives is through the use of symbols and imagery. From the ubiquitous
American flag to the ubiquitous presence of military recruiters in public
schools, these visual cues constantly remind us of the military's presence.

Belew argues that these symbols are not merely decorative but rather
serve to create a sense of national unity and purpose, often at the expense
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of critical thinking and dissent. By constantly reinforcing the idea that the
military represents the best of American values, we are more likely to
accept its role in shaping our society.

Economic and Educational Infiltration

The military's influence is not limited to the realm of symbols and imagery. It
has also become a major player in our economy, with military spending
accounting for a significant portion of the federal budget. This investment
has created a vast network of contractors and suppliers, making the military
a driving force in many industries.

In the education sector, the military has expanded its reach through the
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) and other programs aimed
at grooming future recruits. These programs promote a militarized view of
the world, emphasizing discipline, obedience, and a readiness to fight.

Linguistic Manipulation and War Worship

Belew also draws attention to the ways in which military language has
infiltrated our everyday speech. Phrases such as "shock and awe,"
"collateral damage," and "mission accomplished" have become
commonplace, even in contexts unrelated to war. This linguistic
manipulation blurs the line between civilian and military life, normalizing the
idea of violence and making it more palatable to the public.

The glorification of war is another insidious aspect of military influence.
Hollywood movies, video games, and other forms of popular culture often
portray war as a heroic adventure, fueling a fascination with violence and a
sense of national superiority. This war worship further perpetuates the idea



that military solutions are the only effective way to address complex social
problems.

Resisting the Invisible Empire

Belew's book serves as a wake-up call, urging us to recognize the
pervasive influence of the military in our everyday lives. She argues that we
must resist this invisible empire by challenging militaristic symbols,
questioning military spending, and demanding a more critical approach to
war and conflict.

Resistance takes many forms. It can involve supporting peace
organizations, educating ourselves about the true costs of war, and
engaging in nonviolent protest. It also means being conscious of the
military imagery and language that surrounds us and challenging the
assumptions that uphold it.

"How The Military Invades Our Everyday Lives" is a must-read for anyone
concerned about the erosion of civilian society and the rise of militarism.
Kathleen Belew's meticulous research and compelling arguments provide a
stark reminder of the insidious ways in which the military has shaped our
culture and values. By recognizing and resisting this invisible empire, we
can reclaim our civic voice and work towards a more just and peaceful
society.
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