
The Treaty of Versailles: A Primary Document
Analysis
The Treaty of Versailles was the peace treaty that ended World War I. It
was signed on June 28, 1919, in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of
Versailles in France. The treaty was very harsh on Germany, and it is often
blamed for the outbreak of World War II.

The treaty contained a number of provisions, including:
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Germany lost territory to France, Belgium, Denmark, and Poland.

Germany was forced to pay reparations to the Allied powers.

Germany was forbidden from having an army or air force.

Germany was required to accept responsibility for starting World War I.
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The Treaty of Versailles was a very controversial document. Many
Germans felt that it was too harsh, and it caused a great deal of resentment
in Germany. The treaty is often blamed for the outbreak of World War II, as
it left Germany feeling humiliated and vengeful.

Primary Document Analysis

The following is a primary document analysis of the Treaty of Versailles.
The document is a speech given by German Chancellor Philipp
Scheidemann on June 28, 1919, the day the treaty was signed.

“My fellow countrymen, today is a day of mourning for
Germany. We have been forced to sign a peace treaty that is a
disgrace to our nation. The treaty is so harsh that it will be
impossible for Germany to recover. We have lost territory, we
have been forced to pay reparations, and we have been
forbidden from having an army or air force. We have also been
required to accept responsibility for starting World War I.

This treaty is a betrayal of the German people. We did not start
World War I, and we should not be forced to pay for it. The
treaty will only lead to more suffering and hardship for the
German people. We must never forget this day, and we must
never allow such a thing to happen again.”

Scheidemann's speech reflects the anger and resentment that many
Germans felt towards the Treaty of Versailles. The treaty was seen as a
betrayal of Germany, and it left the country feeling humiliated and vengeful.



The treaty is often blamed for the outbreak of World War II, as it left
Germany feeling humiliated and vengeful.

The Treaty of Versailles was a very harsh peace treaty that had a profound
impact on Germany. The treaty left Germany feeling humiliated and
vengeful, and it is often blamed for the outbreak of World War II. The treaty
is a reminder of the importance of creating a just and lasting peace after a
war.
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