
Hubert Humphrey: The Conscience of the
Country
In the annals of American history, Hubert Humphrey stands as a towering
figure whose life and career were defined by his unwavering commitment to
justice, equality, and the common good. His legacy as a champion of the
underprivileged, a tireless advocate for civil rights, and a visionary leader
continues to inspire generations.

Early Life and Education

Hubert Horatio Humphrey Jr. was born on May 27, 1911, in Wallace, South
Dakota. His humble upbringing in a small-town drugstore family instilled in
him a strong work ethic and a deep appreciation for the values of
community and service. After graduating from high school, Humphrey
enrolled at the University of Minnesota, where he excelled as a student and
as a debater. His passion for public speaking and his gift for connecting
with audiences hinted at his future career in politics.
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Political Career

Humphrey's political journey began with his election to the Minneapolis City
Council in 1943. As a city councilman, he quickly gained a reputation as a
progressive champion of affordable housing, healthcare, and workers'
rights. In 1948, Humphrey was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he
emerged as a leading voice for equality and social justice. He played a
pivotal role in drafting and passing landmark legislation such as the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Medicare Act of 1965.

Vice Presidency

Humphrey's meteoric rise continued when he was chosen as the
Democratic vice presidential candidate alongside presidential nominee
Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964. As vice president, Humphrey worked tirelessly
to implement the ambitious Great Society program, which aimed to
eradicate poverty and expand opportunities for all Americans. He also
played a key role in the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, a
landmark achievement that shattered the barriers to voting for African
Americans.

Presidential Candidacy

In 1968, Humphrey emerged as the Democratic nominee for president. The
election took place against the backdrop of the Vietnam War and
widespread social unrest. Humphrey's moderate stance on the war and his
support for civil rights alienated both hawks and doves, and he ultimately
lost to Republican nominee Richard Nixon. Despite the electoral setback,
Humphrey remained an influential figure in American politics, continuing to
advocate for the causes he held dear.



Legacy

Hubert Humphrey's legacy is one of principled leadership, unwavering
compassion, and an unyielding belief in the transformative power of
government. His contributions to civil rights, healthcare, and education
have left an enduring mark on American society. He is remembered as a
tireless advocate for the poor, the marginalized, and the disenfranchised,
and his spirit continues to inspire movements for social justice today.

The Conscience of the Country

The enduring title "The Conscience of the Country" captures the essence of
Hubert Humphrey's character and his impact on American history. He was
a man of deep moral conviction who never hesitated to speak truth to
power and to fight for what he believed was right. His life and career serve
as a reminder that even in the most turbulent of times, one person can
make a profound difference in the world.

In the book "Hubert Humphrey: The Conscience of the Country," author
Carl Rowan paints a vivid portrait of this extraordinary American. Through
meticulous research and personal anecdotes, Rowan brings Humphrey's
story to life, shedding light on his struggles, triumphs, and enduring impact
on American politics and society. This book is an essential read for anyone
interested in the life and legacy of one of the most influential figures of the
20th century.

Free Download Your Copy Today
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