
Britain and the European Union: From 1945 to
Brexit
The relationship between Britain and the European Union (EU) has been a
complex and ever-evolving one. This article will explore the history of this
relationship, from Britain's initial involvement in the EU's predecessor, the
European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC),to the UK's eventual
withdrawal from the EU in 2020.
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Britain's Early Involvement in the ECSC

Britain was one of the six founding members of the ECSC, which was
established in 1951. The ECSC was created in the aftermath of World War
II as a way to prevent future conflicts between France and Germany. The
ECSC pooled the coal and steel resources of its member states under a
common management, which was designed to make it impossible for any
one country to dominate the others.
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Britain's involvement in the ECSC was initially limited. The UK government
was concerned about the loss of sovereignty that would be required to join
the ECSC. However, as the ECSC proved to be a success, Britain's
interest in joining the organization grew.

Britain's Application to Join the EEC

In 1961, Britain applied to join the European Economic Community
(EEC),which had been established in 1957 by the Treaty of Rome. The
EEC was a more ambitious project than the ECSC, and it aimed to create a
single market for goods, services, capital, and labor among its member
states.

Britain's application to join the EEC was vetoed by France twice, once in
1963 and again in 1967. France was concerned about Britain's close ties to
the United States and its reluctance to give up any sovereignty to the EEC.

Britain's Entry into the EEC

In 1973, Britain finally joined the EEC after a third application. The UK
government had made some concessions to France, including agreeing to
accept the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The CAP was a system of
subsidies for farmers that was very expensive and unpopular in Britain.

Britain's entry into the EEC was a major turning point in the country's
history. It marked the UK's first formal commitment to European integration.

The British Eurosceptic Movement

From the beginning, there was a significant amount of Euroscepticism in
Britain. Eurosceptics argued that the EEC was undemocratic, bureaucratic,



and too expensive. They also worried that the EEC would eventually lead
to a loss of British sovereignty.

The Eurosceptic movement gained strength in the 1980s and 1990s. In
1992, the Conservative government withdrew from the European Exchange
Rate Mechanism (ERM),which was designed to stabilize the exchange
rates of the currencies of the EEC member states.

The Referendum on EU Membership

In 2016, the Conservative government held a referendum on whether
Britain should remain a member of the EU. The referendum was held in
response to growing public pressure for a say on Britain's membership of
the EU.

The referendum resulted in a vote to leave the EU, with 52% of voters
supporting Brexit. The result of the referendum was a shock to many
people, both in Britain and in the rest of Europe.

The Withdrawal Process

The UK government triggered Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union in
March 2017, which began the formal process of withdrawing from the EU.
The withdrawal process was complex and difficult, and it took two years for
the UK and the EU to reach a withdrawal agreement.

The UK finally left the EU on January 31, 2020. The UK is now in a
transition period that will last until December 31, 2020. During this time, the
UK and the EU will negotiate a new trade deal.

The Future of the UK-EU Relationship



The future of the UK-EU relationship is uncertain. The two sides have not
yet reached a trade deal, and there is a risk that the UK will leave the EU
without a deal on December 31, 2020.

A no-deal Brexit would have a significant impact on the UK economy. It
would also damage the UK's relationship with its European partners.

It is in the interests of both the UK and the EU to reach a trade deal.
However, it is also clear that the two sides have very different priorities. The
UK wants a deal that gives it maximum freedom to trade with the rest of the
world. The EU wants a deal that protects its single market.

It is possible that the UK and the EU will be able to reach a compromise
that satisfies both sides. However, it is also possible that the two sides will
fail to reach a deal, and the UK will leave the EU without a deal on
December 31, 2020.

The relationship between Britain and the EU has been through many ups
and downs over the years. It is a complex and ever-evolving relationship,
and it is difficult to predict what the future holds. However, one thing is for
sure: the UK's relationship with the EU will continue to be a major factor in
British politics for many years to come.

## SEO Title:

Britain and the EU: A Complex History from 1945 to Brexit

## Alt Attribute for Image:

A map of the European Union with the United Kingdom highlighted.



Reluctant European: Britain and the European Union
from 1945 to Brexit by Stephen Wall

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 792 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 352 pages
Lending : Enabled

Ordinary Poetic Anthology of Culture,
Immigration, Identity
Product Description This anthology is a celebration of the human
experience in all its complexity. It brings together a diverse range of
voices...

Unveiling the Enchanting World of Ernesto
Nazareth's Brazilian Tangos
A Musical Journey into the Heart of Brazil Step into the enchanting world
of Ernesto Nazareth, a Brazilian composer whose captivating tangos...

FREE

https://biography.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ik93QlJ5UlRFUXNnNElhT0pnc3ZvMGFsK3RpYk1lTW43VDdyYWlHemc1anhDN0RscEVFVFNhM2JRV1JYU0V3NmVySUhkMTlEWndzVEQ3bHdzUGs1SnVoSytCVWtaSXhXTWpEdnRUcEtydGVVSTJYeTN4d3VlS1BKbnF6ZU1Yb1FPYUx3WVNSQXJkMllPUEZxVHF1R0NkeVJOd3hDZkFiMU9xQk9UT2lzT005S0t4YnIwbEFFcnFqZ2d0RG5oazg5blNwY0dQUGpWd3ZDUGdabkNwQVRjdmc9PSIsIml2IjoiMjBjYmEzZjE1NjlhZGY3MjEyYWNlNTdmMzJkYjc0Y2EiLCJzIjoiNTA4NWQ3MGJjZjRkYmQyOSJ9
https://biography.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkJ1VmFtMEhKRjVpTFgxRTRnc0g1MEhkVXZ1N2NPbjRBYkF0MzlvT1ZsdFkrVkxYUG12NVVpZzZEZnQyTWxibG1XU2NWOUtXdTdMOEZMeFQ5OFN4MWJTdmdsT2RMNHk2WGtlMHFYaFNtSU9Kb1VWVVhDS25hVGw5MlJ3YytGTE9ydGNPa3JNMlR0Zk5pNnJ1NnVXenMyM3IrU1pEbWJIWjRZa28zb0lJQW83dFZnWk5pYXhYdEJtQlFZVHJXMnF3TGFVZ2I0bmtqN0x4TUM3ZUlURU1BZ0E9PSIsIml2IjoiNzQ4M2U5MDZkOTU0MDY0ZmRiNGVlNjQ2ZWY1OTU4MjMiLCJzIjoiNTRjMThjNDA5ZGU4ODc5NyJ9
https://biography.apooobooks.com/full/e-book/file/Ordinary%20Poetic%20Anthology%20of%20Culture%20Immigration%20Identity.pdf
https://biography.apooobooks.com/full/e-book/file/Ordinary%20Poetic%20Anthology%20of%20Culture%20Immigration%20Identity.pdf
https://biography.apooobooks.com/full/e-book/file/Unveiling%20the%20Enchanting%20World%20of%20Ernesto%20Nazareths%20Brazilian%20Tangos.pdf
https://biography.apooobooks.com/full/e-book/file/Unveiling%20the%20Enchanting%20World%20of%20Ernesto%20Nazareths%20Brazilian%20Tangos.pdf
https://biography.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkM0SDZJckRsZ3V6emRSdEdpSFh2aU1nVFcxZ3BlXC81M1FtYjNhS2lxYzhtTHNHUjNSYW82V2tvb3NFZ1U3enpONlJQTmRsNjk1SlQxaUwxSUlaMmZteVV3eGNnZHEwOGI1NkZWNGo0N05za2VcL29jXC9rb2NDV1dhVHNBZlBaVHNoeDB1SUw2c1F4TzBZRUFFOHRKTHVmeTFOS1hqMUdVd3BpMGZFSkRxV1d4bkRTSmxSeGZ6ejlVc0FiNWlkcUNDS0VLZVByS1FEVzVTT1dMK0tCeDg5Z3c9PSIsIml2IjoiNzRjYTk1ZmIyZWZkNjhhYWZhYzMzNGVhMjBkZDJjYWEiLCJzIjoiNjE5NzQ3ZjVlYWFkN2E3ZCJ9



