
A Different Look at Children, School, and
Standards: Practitioner Inquiry Series
Traditional grading systems have long been used to assess student
learning. However, there is a growing body of research that suggests that
traditional grading practices can be harmful to students. Traditional grading
systems can lead to students feeling anxious, stressed, and disengaged
from learning. They can also lead to students focusing on getting good
grades rather than on learning the material.

In this article, we will explore the limitations of traditional grading systems
and present alternative assessment methods that promote deeper learning
and student growth. We will also provide examples of how these alternative
assessment methods can be used in the classroom.

The Limitations of Traditional Grading Systems

Traditional grading systems typically rely on summative assessments, such
as tests and quizzes, to measure student learning. Summative
assessments are given at the end of a unit or lesson and are used to
determine a student's grade.

Starting Strong: A Different Look at Children, School,
and Standards (Practitioner Inquiry Series)
by Patricia F. Carini

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 7749 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

https://biography.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlE3MUF0RjZFbFFLMDJ3YWg0UW9yMm5jbTdub1BmK3RMNkpYM011U2pMVzk5WXJrdFV0aXpGXC82UVwvanV2cVpjUjE4d0dhZ1BmK2xvYVVqUmd1VExyOFJFN1RNQjhMdndBV0dyMzcrSitjR1J6WFZ5ejFoRkJ3T2YzSEpxVTVDaUxXSTFLNktzMGxUQTloUExDc1p2N2NWUTN1TjlIZ1RiczljeGcrRzdXeUdBS1NrNWlucFwvY3FlaXhUS0MyOHZSWlwvOEdtOVZ3cWVWSnZ4NDF1elI0cUpDbml5bHNzc3lIaDFLUWg2Zzd5T3I2N1JtMUdWWUQzVEYrUzg3QVN3dU5OIiwiaXYiOiIwYzViMzM1ZjU2ZmVhZDUxODc2NmM0ZjAwMjJlZjMwNCIsInMiOiJkMTc0N2I4NjM1MmYzOTMwIn0%3D
https://biography.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IktCV1B2VFB6OGlXWUd5SjU4QThNTXhyaGJxVXVRc1I5WThZWE5vZThkN0NqT2tzbGNDT3hkNUR6VmwyZk9XaFJUdEJhVHlnTVM0TWc0SmF0b01Ncng5Q1BKNG9ubEd4MjIxSjA4UVBCNzNwS2VEdHBjNkwwV01MT0Q3ZzF3K2I1SkJma21rTU5rZGlFZ2hVdWhWMkcwNVVNaTV4U2dxRW1rSm80dE9OSkhBc2w4MXJ0SStUQVFIUThyUHpLSVd0OTY0Wk0zanAzQ0hTSWFGM2dQTHRHU0c5XC9JV3VwSXFkSmd4NjdrUWtIZmxvNnNsQ2tsbVRpOXp0YUR4V1F1QVBXIiwiaXYiOiJiMjVlYzNkM2FhMDNlYTY3MjViOGEzNzEyYmNkMmZhMiIsInMiOiJlODFiNDJjZWQ0MGJiZTkwIn0%3D


Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 240 pages

There are several problems with summative assessments. First, summative
assessments are often not a good measure of student learning. Students
may do well on a test but still not understand the material. Conversely,
students may do poorly on a test but still understand the material. Second,
summative assessments can be stressful for students. Students may feel
anxious about ng well on a test, which can interfere with their learning.
Third, summative assessments can discourage students from taking risks.
Students may be reluctant to try new things if they are afraid of getting a
bad grade.

Alternative Assessment Methods

There are a number of alternative assessment methods that can be used to
measure student learning. These methods are often more authentic and
engaging than traditional summative assessments. They can also be used
to assess a wider range of skills and knowledge.

Some examples of alternative assessment methods include:

Formative assessments: Formative assessments are assessments
that are given during the learning process to provide feedback to
students on their progress. Formative assessments can be used to
identify areas where students need additional support. They can also
be used to help students track their own progress.
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Authentic assessments: Authentic assessments are assessments
that are based on real-world tasks. Authentic assessments allow
students to demonstrate their learning in a meaningful way. They can
also help students to develop problem-solving skills and critical
thinking skills.

Performance assessments: Performance assessments are
assessments that require students to demonstrate their skills or
knowledge. Performance assessments can be used to assess a wide
range of skills, such as communication skills, problem-solving skills,
and critical thinking skills.

Portfolio assessments: Portfolio assessments are collections of
student work that demonstrate their progress over time. Portfolio
assessments can be used to assess a wide range of skills and
knowledge. They can also help students to reflect on their own
learning.

Using Alternative Assessment Methods in the Classroom

Alternative assessment methods can be used in a variety of ways in the
classroom. Here are a few examples:

Use formative assessments to provide feedback to students on
their progress. Formative assessments can be used to identify areas
where students need additional support. They can also be used to help
students track their own progress. For example, you could give
students a formative assessment at the beginning of a unit to assess
their prior knowledge. Then, you could use the results of the formative
assessment to tailor your instruction to meet the needs of your
students.



Use authentic assessments to allow students to demonstrate
their learning in a meaningful way. Authentic assessments allow
students to show what they know and can do in a real-world context.
For example, you could have students create a project that
demonstrates their understanding of a concept.

Use performance assessments to assess a wide range of skills,
such as communication skills, problem-solving skills, and critical
thinking skills. Performance assessments can be used to assess
students' abilities to think critically, solve problems, and communicate
effectively. For example, you could have students give a presentation
on a topic that they have researched.

Use portfolio assessments to collect student work that
demonstrates their progress over time. Portfolio assessments can
be used to assess a wide range of skills and knowledge. They can also
help students to reflect on their own learning. For example, you could
have students create a portfolio of their work from a unit. Then, you
could use the portfolio to assess their progress over time.

Traditional grading systems have a number of limitations. They can be
harmful to students, they are not a good measure of student learning, and
they can discourage students from taking risks. Alternative assessment
methods can address these limitations. They are more authentic and
engaging than traditional summative assessments, they can be used to
assess a wider range of skills and knowledge, and they can help students
to learn more effectively.

If you are looking for ways to improve your assessment practices, I
encourage you to consider using alternative assessment methods. These



methods can help you to create a more positive and productive learning
environment for your students.
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